
2027 City of Portsmouth 
Public Works tree availability

Review your planting site! Conduct additional research into a tree of interest!
Some varieties do not have an exact corresponding image, and what is provided is 

representative of the look of the tree.
The following images are publicly available online and are not owned by the City.

Contact DPW Arborist Foreman Max Wiater at (603) 570-8480 with questions.



Large/shade trees

• Greater than 35’ tall at full maturity
• Not suitable for sites with overhead utility lines
• Not typically suitable for sites with limited space and sunlight
• Will be more effective at abating environmental stressors (air 

pollution, storm water runoff, carbon sequestration, heat island 
effects, etc.) compared to small/ornamental trees



Acer miyabei 
‘Morton’— State 
Street maple

50’H x 35’W

Comparable to a hedge maple regarding 
leaf shape and bark texture, but growing 
taller and vigorously

Has proven to be a dependable and rapid-
growing urban tree



Alnus x spaethii —
Spaeth’s alder

x Spaethii will mature more pyramidal than 
glutinosa (pictured)

50’ H x 30’W

Great Fraxnius (ash) replacement 
regarding general appearance and growth 
rate

Used regularly in Europe as a street tree 
that also performs well here, is a 
dependable Portsmouth tree



Betula papyrifera 
‘Oenci’— Renaissance 
Oasis paper birch

50’ H x 30’ W

Improved cultivar of NH state tree

‘Oenci’ is more resistant to bronze birch 
borer and more drought tolerant than 
species

Maintains powdery white peeling bark 
throughout the year



Cladrastis kentukea —
yellowwood

40’H x 35’W

A “large ornamental” tree with terrific white 
flower clusters

Provides dense shade

A dependable urban selection



Ginkgo biloba ‘Autumn 
Gold’ — Autumn Gold 
maidenhair

45’H x 35’W

Unique fan-shaped leaves turn yellow in 
fall and fall from the tree in one event

Tolerates a variety of soils and pollution 
making it an ideal urban selection

It can be a challenging tree to establish 
from bare root stock



Gymnocladus dioicus 
‘Espresso’— Espresso 
Kentucky coffeetree

50’H x 35’W

A tough, urban-tolerant tree that is a 
substitute for Ulmus (Dutch elm disease) 
and Gleditsia (overplanted)

Very tolerant of drought, heat, and cold

Small leaflets create dappled shade, and 
this variety is fruitless (no seed pods)



Liriodendron tulipifera 
‘Fastigiatum’ —
Columnar tulip poplar

50’H x 15’W

Narrower and shorter than the species and 
a better choice for constrained green 
space

Fast growing with unique large flowers



Nyssa sylvatica ‘Tupelo 
Tower’— Tupelo Tower 
black gum

‘Tupelo Tower’ is a bit taller and narrower 
than ‘Afterburner’ (pictured), but otherwise 
very similar

40’H x 20’W

Narrower than the species and a better 
choice for smaller green spaces

Other varieties have established in the 
ROW with little issue despite a general 
intolerance of urban pollution and soil 
conditions



Platanus acerifolia 
‘Morton Circle’—
Exclamation! London 
planetree

55’H x 35’W

Adaptable shade tree with a strong central 
leader

Resistant to mildew and fungal issues

The hairs on the underside of the leaves 
collect dust and fine particulate, making it 
a valuable tree for abating air pollution



Ulmus x ‘Patriot’ —
Patriot elm

50’ H x 40’ W

Tolerant of Dutch elm disease

More narrow than other varieties of hybrid 
elm, and branches remain rigid and upright

Its parentage consists of four elm species

Urban stress tolerant



Small/ornamental trees

• Less than 35’ tall at full maturity
• Suitable for sites with overhead utility lines
• Suitable for limited sites
• Will have features that are seasonally attractive (flowers, fruit, 

interesting textures, etc.) compared to large/shade trees



Acer negundo 
‘Sensation’ —
Sensation box elder

30’H x 25’W

Grows slowly which improves branch 
structure

Fruitless (no seeds, will not spread)

Noted for great fall color

Can be utilized in difficult locations where 
other trees cannot establish



Amelanchier laevis 
‘Rogers’ — Lustre 
serviceberry

‘Rogers’ and ‘JFS Arb’ (pictured) are very 
similar in size, appearance, and shape

25’ H x 15’W

Considered a better choice for 
serviceberry due to reliable tree form and 
structure

Delicate white flowers turn to edible small 
fruits

Attractive fall foliage color



Carpinus betulus 
‘Lucas’—Lucas 
European hornbeam

30’H x 10’W

Used commonly as a hedge

Tree remains tight and upright and 
tolerates urban conditions

Leaves may persist through winter



Cornus mas ‘JFS 
PN4Legacy’ — Saffron 
Sentinel cornelian 
cherry

22’H x 12’W

Vigorous, symmetrical grower provides 
many seasons of interest

Has been a reliable small tree in the ROW 
in Portsmouth

Yellow flower clusters appear early before 
the tree has spouted leaves



Cornus x ‘Starlight’ —
Starlight hybrid 
dogwood

30’H x 20’W

Upright form provided by Pacific dogwood 
parent

Disease resistance provided by Chinese 
dogwood parent

Large white flowers and bright red fruit



Malus ‘Durleo’ —
Gladiator crabapple

20’H x 10’W

Red buds turn to pink flowers then small 
fruits

Foliage remains purple throughout the 
year

The tree is upright and narrow for small 
spaces



Parrotia persica 
‘Chrishaven1’ — Golden 
BellTower Persian 
ironwood

30’H x 12’W

A low maintenance, well-structured 
cultivar

Species is considered very urban tolerant, 
but there has been difficulty establishing it 
from bare root stock



Sorbus aucuparia 
‘Michred’ — Cardinal 
Royal mountain ash

35’H x 20’W

Vigorous grower with symmetrical branch 
growth habit

Large white flower clusters attract 
pollinators and become large fruit clusters 
that attract birds



Syringa reticulata 
‘Ivory Silk’—Ivory Silk 
Japanese tree lilac

20’h x 15’W

When established many white flower 
clusters bloom early in the spring

Tree is very dependable and hardy
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