
Portsmouth and Pease Water Update

Safe Water Advisory Group
September 20, 2023



Weather – Last 12 Months

Average = 45 inches

Actual    = 50 inches

5 inches above normal

* 5 inches so far in 
September 2023





Summer Trends
April through September
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*2023 – September is estimated



Collins Well Upgrades

 New well complete and well screen 
installed

 Pump test report submitted to DES
 Design for construction of pumps and 

pipelines to follow
Existing 

Collins Well #1

New
Collins Well #2



Little Bay Water Transmission Main 
Replacement

 Project was bid in September 2023
 Only one bid - $26 million. Rejected.

 Working with engineer to revise 
construction methods/timing to re-
bid in early 2024

 Working on additional contingency 
planning



Portsmouth – Dover
Emergency Interconnection

 Waterline currently out to bid
 Congressionally directed 

funding of $3.5 million 
anticipated to cover approx. 
50% of overall project cost 
 Dover – other 25%
 Portsmouth – other 25%
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Watershed Protection

2023 State of Our Estuaries Conference

NHDES 
Source Water Protection Award - 2023

Fernald Easement Purchase – 
Currently in Progress



Source Water Protection - 
Household Hazardous Waste Day

This Saturday
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Master Planning – 2023/2024
- Currently Under Way with Haley Ward Engineers
 Tank Inspections and Cleaning
 Hydraulic Assessment of Southern Portion of System and 

Greenland Area Pressure
 Update the Entire Hydraulic Model
 Have an Additional $50,000 To Put Toward Project from NHDES 

Grant
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Seacoast NH Emergency 
Interconnection Study
- 2023 Update

• Update the 2006 Study
• Expand the study area
• Provide recommendations for future 

interconnections and/or mutual aid 
agreements



Annual Water Quality Reports
Mailed and Posted on City Website
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PFBA – Pease Water Treatment Facility
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14

7,000 
ppt



Pending EPA MCLs for 6 PFAS Compounds

 EPA still reviewing comments
 Portsmouth response

 Continued tracking and quarterly sampling of PFAS
 Currently in compliance with New Hampshire regulations
 Greenland Well Treatment design will happen later this year
 Approached Air Force about treatment design for Portsmouth/Collins 

wells



Lead 
Sampling 
Program
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