CITY OF PORTSMOUTH

City Manager’s Advisory Wednesday, September 9, 2020
Welcome back, Portsmouth school students!

Portsmouth Protection Plan: Do your part. Wear a mask.

Avoid gatherings public or private. Keep distance between yourself and
others. Governor Sununu’s “Safer At Home” guidelines continue. For the
full details on the Governor’s Executive Orders, click here.

Face-Coverings Ordinance Proposed --The Portsmouth City Council held a Second Reading of the draft face-
covering ordinance on August 18. The Third Reading scheduled for August 31 was postponed until the next City

Council meeting. For the draft ordinance, click here. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/sites/default/files/2020-
08/MaskOrdinance%202020.08.03.pdf

TONIGHT: FLEET STREET PROJECT PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING, Wed Sep 9 at 6:30 pm, via
Zoom. -- For the Agenda and Zoom registration link, click here.
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/sites/default/files/2020-

09/Fleet%20St.%20Meeting%20A genda%20Zoom%20September%209.pdf

STARTING TODAY: SOUTH STREET REPAVING - Grinding work, followed by paving, takes place on the
section of South Street between Junkins Ave. and Marcy Street. No parking allowed in this section between 7 am and
5 pm. Residents with on-street parking should park in the lower lot at City Hall.

NO POPUP NH ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR NOV 3 ELECTION- There are four simple steps to vote by absentee ballot in the
November 3 General Election:
1. Make sure you are registered to vote.
2. Determine your eligibility to vote absentee.
3. Complete and return an application for Absentee Ballot(s) (one application form may be used for both
the Primary and General Election).
4. Complete and return the Absentee Ballot

Voters can apply for absentee ballots in one of three ways: come to the City Clerk’s office in City Hall, call the office
to receive one by mail, or download the application, here. The absentee ballot application cannot be completed
online; it must be downloaded and printed, then signed. Once complete, voters should return the application by mail
(City Clerk, City Hall, 1 Junkins Ave., Portsmouth NH 03801), fax (610-4158), e-mail to
KLBarnaby@cityofportsmouth.com, deliver in person to the City Clerk's Voting Center in Council Chambers or
drop in the gray box outside of City Hall. Those who applied by any means other than in person can check the status
of their applications here. For more details about voting in Portsmouth, click here.
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/cityclerk/press-releases/city-clerk-details-steps-absentee-voting

TESTING-- The New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services provides this list as a service to the
community. The Department does not endorse any particular entity for COVID-19 testing services.

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/covid19/documents/covid-testing-options.pdf




CHAMBER CHAT LIVE, Fri Sep 11 via Zoom at 1 pm: One of your staff, or a family, member or YOU
test positive for COVID-19 -- What now? -- Chamber Collaborative President Valerie Rochon welcomes
Patricia M Tilley, MS Ed, Deputy Director, New Hampshire Division of Public Health Services, Department of
Health and Human Services. She will talk about testing, contact tracing, and the responsibility of businesses if
someone connected to staff or business tests positive. She's designed an easy to follow flow chart of decision paths to
share. To register for the free webinar, click here.

$300 UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT -- Through an agreement between the State of New Hampshire and FEMA
resulting from the August 8 Executive Order of the President FEMA will be providing $300 per week for each
eligible person filing for unemployment benefits, starting at the beginning of September. Initially, per
Federal requirement, this benefit will only be available for those people filing for unemployment benefits who have
been impacted by COVID-19 and have a weekly benefit amount of at least $100. The Governor has advised that the
application process is being improved. The complication is that the new benefit comes from FEMA, and requires a
different process than the usual unemployment benefit. For more information, click here.
https://www.unemploymentbenefits.nh.gov/new-300-benefit

RENTAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATION SIMPLIFIED -- Last week, State and community action agencies
announced that the 8-page application for filing for the New Hampshire Housing Relief Program is being shortened
to three pages to open access to more state residents. New Hampshire Housing Relief Program is designed to keep
people from losing their housing and to secure or maintain permanent housing. The program has two components:
one-time assistance grants; and a short-term rental assistance program. Click here to contact the local Community
Action Program agency that can assist. www.CAPNH.org

CLIPPER STRONG FUND -- The Clipper Strong Fund is still accepting donations

(https: //www.clipperstrong.org) and the CSF Committee is considering initiatives to assist small local businesses
through the fall season. Small businesses who would like to receive a free Clipper Strong Fund Care

Package (containing disposable face masks, signage asking customers to wear masks and a touchless thermometer)
should send an email with the name of the business, location, phone and email contact

to hotline@cityofportsmouth.com

DPW PROJECTS THIS WEEK.
¢ BANFIELD ROAD CONSTRUCTION - Between Heritage Ave and Ocean Rd. Alternating one-way
traffic and flaggers in place.
e ISLINGTON STREET -- Curbing between Bypass bridge and Bartlett. Sidewalks will be poured later this
week. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/islington-street-corridor-reconstruction-project
¢ MARKET STREET BRIDGE - Traffic reduced to one lane, police detail and flaggers in place. Work to
upgrade the traffic signals at the downtown intersections with Maplewood also continues.

MAPLEWOOD AVE SIGNAL CHANGES WHEN FINAL EQUIPMENT IS INSTALLED — The upgrade to
the traffic signals at three intersections along Maplewood Avenue (Deer Street, Hanover Street and Congress Street)
will be completed soon. The signal upgrade provides the following benefits:

e Improves pedestrian access to and from the Foundry Parking Garage
Complies with ADA accessibility requirements for pedestrian traffic signals
Shortens pedestrian wait times by up to 80 seconds
Improves traffic flow, shortening the wait-time for stopped traffic by 30 seconds
Reduces the number of pedestrians crossing against the signal (jaywalking)

e Helps reduce delays caused by the closure of a lane on Congress Street to allow for outdoor dining.
Previously, all traffic was stopped and pedestrians could cross in all directions while the pedestrian signal was
displayed. The new signal reduces the wait time for traffic and pedestrians, allowing pedestrians to
move with the traffic that has a green light and to cross where traffic is stopped for a red light.
Turning traffic will be required to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk. The new signals will also hold traffic on a red
light while allowing pedestrians to proceed to make them more visible to motorists before any vehicles start to turn.
This change eliminates the diagonal crosswalks at the Congress/Middle Street intersection, as they are no longer
needed.

For the latest on individual projects, click here and then on the Projects tab.
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks

For all the COVID-related resources, click here.



Governor Sununu has extended his Emergency Order until October 1, 2020.
https://www.governor.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt336/files/documents/emergency-order-66.pdf The State has
also made extensive changes to the COVID guidelines over the last few weeks to minimize redundancy in each
industry sector. Those guidelines that applied to all industry sectors have been removed from
separate sector pages and now live only in the Universal Guidelines (UG) pages. In some cases (e.g.
outdoor attractions, arts, music education, funerals, and more) the sector pages have been eliminated entirely and
you’ll find a note at the end of the UG specific to those sectors. Click here for the details:
https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/

For answers to other questions about the City's response to COVID-19, please
email: hotline@cityofportsmouth.com

For more information, visit City’s page on COVID-19




