
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 

 
UPDATE from the City Manager for 
Saturday, May 9, 2020  
May 6-12 is National Nurses Week, ending on Florence Nightingale’s 200th Birthday 

Governor Sununu’s “Stay At Home 2.0” order and guidelines remain in effect through 
May 31, 2020. For the order and guidelines, click here. 
https://businesshelp.nheconomy.com/hc/en-us/articles/360047733253-5-1-2020-Governor-Chris-
Sununu-Issues-Stay-at-Home-Order-2-0 

NH Governor has promised free masks to any NH business requesting them. To order 
PPE masks, click here. https://prd.blogs.nh.gov/dos/hsem/?page_id=8451 

City Hall and other municipal buildings remain closed. The Portsmouth Public School buildings will not 
reopen this school year, although remote learning continues to take place. The School Department will 
continue to offer breakfast and lunch to students, through the month of June. The pickup and delivery 
schedule may be modified slightly. Details to come. 

UNSUNG HEROES -- As we #ClapBecauseWeCare every Friday night, to let our healthcare workers and First 
Responders know that their commitment and sacrifices are deeply appreciated by the community, maybe we can 
remember others on the frontlines in Portsmouth, less visible but quietly doing the jobs that protect us. Starting this 
week we'll highlight some of them to say 'thank you.' Peter Rice, DPW Director shares this op-ed from the executive 
director of the Northeast Resource Recovery Association (NRRA), a nonprofit that enables communities to manage 
their own recycling programs throughout New England: "Solid waste operators are doing incredible work to support 
our communities during this challenging time. They did not enter this line of work to achieve public recognition, yet 
I suspect these quiet heroes might appreciate a quiet thank you. The next time you visit your local transfer station, 
please join me in thanking our solid waste operators." https://www.concordmonitor.com/Solid-waste-operators-
are-more-than-essential-34202175 

COAST BUS SERVICE RESUMES MONDAY, MAY 11 -- COAST resumes fixed route bus services (Routes 1, 2, 
6, 40, 41, 100-103), and Route 7 On Demand, on Monday, May 11, as staffing allows. Passengers should restrict use 
to essential transportation needs (work, groceries or medical needs) and are also encouraged to wear face masks. 
Drivers will sit behind clear barriers and have their own protective gear. For more information, click here. 
https://coastbus.org/COVID-19 

MONDAY, MAY 11, 6:30 pm CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION: Public Safety (Police & Fire) 
Review/Listening Session  
For the FY21 Budget, click here http://files.cityofportsmouth.com/finance/fy21/FY21ProposedBudget.pdf 
For the interactive guide to the FY21 Budget, click here. 
http://files.cityofportsmouth.com/finance/fy21/FY21BudgetLinkTutorial.pdf 
To register to comment via zoom, participants must register in advance. Watch for the Agenda and  
instructions. The meeting will be broadcast on Channel 22 and YouTube and recorded for later viewing.  
Departmental Budget Work & Listening Sessions schedule, click here. 

Instead of repeating the long list of COVID-related resources each day, you can now find them all 
collected on one City website page!  
Click here. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/city/covid-19-resources 



Sign up for the Daily Advisory, here. The latest news is always at the top, in red. 

STAY SAFE! STAY AT HOME! DO NOT CONGREGATE 
 
TESTING: The NH Department of Health & Human Services is now coordinating COVID-19 testing 
appointments at one of the several testing clinics established throughout the state, for anyone who 
calls. That testing coordinating office phone number is 603-271-5980. The fixed locations are in 
Claremont, Lancaster, Plymouth, Tamworth, and Rochester. 
 
Continuing precautions:  

 Eliminate play dates, even “1 on 1” 
 Eliminate small gatherings, including meetings “between a few families.” 
 Cancel planned vacations for the next month and avoid airline travel. 
 Stay at home as much as possible. When you do have to go out to buy groceries or medicine “make the trips 

quick and purposeful.” 
 Wash your hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after you’ve been in public places. 

For answers to other questions about the City's response to COVID-19, please email: 
hotline@cityofportsmouth.com 
 
For more information, visit City’s page on COVID-19. 
 


