
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 

 
UPDATE from the City Manager for 
Tuesday, May 5, 2020  
Governor Sununu has issued his “Stay At Home 2.0” order and guidelines. The order 
remains in effect through May 31, 2020. For the order and guidelines, click here. 

https://businesshelp.nheconomy.com/hc/en-us/articles/360047733253-5-1-2020-Governor-Chris-
Sununu-Issues-Stay-at-Home-Order-2-0 

NH Governor has promised free masks to any NH business requesting them. To order 
PPE masks, click here. https://prd.blogs.nh.gov/dos/hsem/?page_id=8451 

City Hall and other municipal buildings remain closed. The Portsmouth Public School 
buildings will not reopen this school year, although remote learning continues to take place.  

May 4-8 is Teacher Appreciation Week (from the Mayor’s Proclamation): This extraordinary year of 
online learning, remote teaching and virtual classrooms has given us unique insight into how teachers work, the 
challenges they face crafting lessons that meet our students’ needs and how dedicated they are to their work and 
their students. This Teacher Appreciation Week is one we are forced to celebrate while we Stay At Home and cannot 
express in person how much the City and its citizens appreciate our teachers and the job they do. I encourage all 
citizens to take time this week to celebrate our teachers and the critical role education plays in Portsmouth’s history 
and enduring quest for excellence. 
 
May 6-12 is National Nurses Week, ending on Florence Nightingale’s 200th birthday (from the 
Mayor’s Proclamation): In this year of the COVID-19 pandemic, all of the nurses of the nation must be 
recognized and thanked for the selfless sacrifices they have made in the face of an unprecedented global health 
crisis. The nurses of Portsmouth, in particular, have played in invaluable role in our hospitals, nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities, public housing, schools, testing centers, and a myriad of other healthcare settings, in 
keeping the impact of COVID-19 contained. Like Florence Nightingale, the nurses of this era have transformed how 
the world will think of nurses for all future generations. 

MAYOR BECKSTED LAUNCHES CLIPPER STRONG FUND -- Mayor Rick Becksted will announce at the 
City Council meeting tonight that the idea he had, to create a fund specifically designed to help Portsmouth’s very 
small businesses and entrepreneurs is nearly reality. The City has now worked out the details to partner with the 
Coastal Economic Development Corporation, a 501(c)3 certified development organization that will allow donor 
contributions to the Clipper Strong Fund to be tax deductible charitable contributions. CEDC has set up an account 
at Eastern Bank, working with the Eastern Bank Foundation, to collect the Clipper Strong Fund donations online. 
Specific details for online donations are forthcoming. In the meantime, donations by check may be mailed to the 
Clipper Strong Fund c/o Coastal Economic Development Corporation, 4 Merrill Industrial Drive, Suite 201, 
Hampton NH 03842. 

CITY MANAGER HAS PRESENTED FY21 BUDGET: 0% TAX RATE INCREASE & NO INCREASE IN 
SEWER OR WATER FEES (click here for details) https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/city-manager/press-
releases/city-manager-presents-fy21-budget-0-tax-rate-increase-no-watersewer 
Next steps in the FY21 Budget Process: 
Wed. May 6 at 6:30 pm – City Council Meeting, Public Hearing on the Budget.  
To register to comment via zoom, follow the instructions on this Agenda. The meeting will be 
broadcast on Channel 22 and YouTube and recorded for review. 



http://files.cityofportsmouth.com/agendas/2020/citycouncil/cc050620bphag.pdf  Departmental Budget Work & 
Listening Sessions start Monday, May 11. For the full schedule, click here. 
 
FACE MASK DRIVE CONTINUES! Drop-off or Pick-up Donations of PPE Masks for Healthcare 
Workers/First Responders and Fabric Masks for Seniors: Thursday, May 7, 1-2 pm 
The City of Portsmouth Senior Services is collecting donated masks Homemade Masks will be distributed to seniors 
and other individuals in need throughout the community. Medical/surgical/construction type masks will be 
distributed to healthcare workers and first responders. All donations should be brought to the Community Campus 
tennis court parking lot. Drive up and leave the masks in the box. Brinn Sullivan, Senior Services Supervisor will be 
on site to collect them.  Contact 603-767-2697 to coordinate or if you have any questions. If these times do not work, 
please call. All homemade masks will be washed before being distributed. If you need a cloth face mask, 
homemade masks can be mailed to those who could not attend the Distribution Drives. Please email 
or call Brinn Sullivan, Senior Services Manager, and she will mail you a mask. 603-767-2697. 
bsullivan@cityofportsmouth.com   
 
PORTSMOUTH CHAMBER COLLABORATIVE HOSTS “STATE OF THE CITY,” Thursday, May 7, 
8:30 - 9:30 a.m. - Online: State of the City with Mayor Rick Becksted and City Manager Karen Conard  Zoom 
event – Signup online, zoom code will be sent out on the day of the event. As the City of Portsmouth wrestles with a 
new reality in the wake of COVID-19 residents will hear from Mayor Rick Becksted and City Manager Karen Conard 
and on how the city will respond to a new economy and potentially a new way of life. 
https://portsmouthchamber.org/events/details/state-of-the-city-with-mayor-rick-becksted-and-city-manager-
karen-conard-51349?calendarMonth=2020-05-01 
CITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WEBSITE OFFERS RESOURCES FOR BUSINESSES AND 
WORKFORCE – Have questions? Here are some links to answers: 
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/economic/covid-19-response-resources-businesses-employees 

 Filing for unemployment – NH Department of Employment Security has increased staff in response to 
demand. You need to file according to the first letter of your last name. In addition to your benefits, the 
CARES Act provides an additional $600 per week of benefits, through July 31, 2020. For Department of 
Labor Frequently Asked Questions. https://www.dol.gov/coronavirus/unemployment-insurance#faqs 
https://www.nhes.nh.gov/notice.htm  

 Filing for Payroll Protection Plan and Economic Injury Disaster Loan funding – the second 
round of CARES Act funding was released last week. The Small Business Administration reports the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) is up and running and SBA representatives STRONGLY 
encourage businesses to apply ASAP as funds are very limited and could be exhausted soon.”  To apply 
contact a bank that is a SBA lender. For more information, click here. https://home.treasury.gov/policy-
issues/cares/assistance-for-small-businesses 

 Relief for non-profits – the NH Center for Non-profits offers several grant programs in addition to the 
CARES Act PPP and EIDL. https://www.nhnonprofits.org/page/coronavirus-covid-19-resources-nonprofits 

 Help and advice – the NH Small Business Development Center (NHSBDC) is geared up to help with a 
variety of questions and concerns from small businesses, from one-on-one advice to webinars on a range of 
COVID-19 related business issues. https://www.nhsbdc.org/covid-19-assistance 

 Chamber Collaborative of Greater Portsmouth – Additional COVID-19-related business resources, 
webinars and the Chamber’s Job Board. http://portsmouthcollaborative.org/covid-19 

MCLANE MIDDLETON WEBINAR: CONSIDERATIONS FOR REOPENING YOUR BUSINESS, 
Thursday, May 7, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon -- As workplaces start to consider their business re-opening strategies 
there are a multitude of factors for keeping workplaces safe for employees and customers. The panel of medical, 
legal, and communication leaders to discuss what businesses need to implement before opening their doors.  Topics 
will include:  

·     Medical considerations and guidelines for reducing transmission and maintaining a safe workplace 
·     Legal and risk management considerations for maintaining a safe workplace 
·     Communicating your safety plan and re-opening strategy with your employees and customers 

To register, click here. 
https://mclanemiddleton.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o311rJxARaqxBMQx1wWAcg 

 
FRIDAY, MAY 8, CHAMBER CHAT LIVE at 1 pm: TBD guests. Chamber Chat Live is produced by the 



Chamber Collaborative of Greater Portsmouth, to discuss the impacts of COVID-19. To register for the zoom 
meeting, click here. http://portsmouthcollaborative.org/events/details/chamber-chat-live-05-08-2020-
51355?calendarMonth=2020-05-01 

EVERY FRIDAY at 7 pm: Clap! Ring bells! Blow horns! Show our healthcare workers and First 
Responders #WeClapBecauseWeCare 
 
COAST BUS SERVICE RESTARTING MAY 11 COAST will resume fixed route bus services (Routes 1, 2, 6, 40, 
41, 100-103), and Route 7 On Demand, on Monday, May 11, as staffing allows. They're asking passengers to restrict 
use to essential needs: work, groceries or medical needs. Passengers are also encouraged to wear face masks. Drivers 
will sit behind clear barriers and have their own protective gear. For more information, click here. 
https://coastbus.org/COVID-19 

#LEADWithLoyalty Giftcard Contest from the Chamber Collaborative – During the first 2 weeks of May, 
the Chamber encourages everyone who is able to purchase gift cards from their favorite restaurants, hotels, stores 
and services. Take a photo of the gift card against a backdrop of the business, or your home (or heart) and send it to 
jennifer@portsmouthcollaborative.com The person who sends the largest number of giftcard images by 
midnight May 15, wins a prize. 
 
CITYWIDE NEIGHBORHOOD COMMITTEE is initiating an on-line approach to address neighborhood issues. 
Committee members will review your concerns and suggest the appropriate ways to tackle them. For example, the 
committee might:   

 Find out the best person(s) to contact to help with your issue. 
 Recommend and forward your concern to the City Council for further action. 
 Perform a study and make recommendations. In the past, members gave a report on dilapidated neighborhood 

properties to the committee and City Council. 
 Work with a particular neighborhood on an issue. For example, last year, a committee member coordinated a 

street parking program for the Islington Creek neighborhood with the city. If the neighborhood issue is serious, 
the committee could convene a virtual meeting via Zoom  

Contact Transitional Chair Larry Cataldo at CNC2020@gmail.com To meet the members of the Portsmouth 
Citywide Neighborhood Committee, click here. 
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/sites/default/files/2020-05/CNC2020.pdf 

DPW PROJECTS THIS WEEK. For the latest on individual projects, click here and then on the 
Projects tab. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks 

 GOSLING ROAD PAVING: Between the Spaulding Turnpike on/off-ramps and Market Street. 
Portsmouth and Newington are completing a shared repaving project, one lane at a time, over the next 
couple of weeks. Flaggers and police details are on station to direct traffic, as needed. 

 MARKET STREET & KEARSARGE WAY BRIDGES: Kearsarge Way Bridge is being reduced to one 
lane, with alternating traffic directed by temporary traffic signals. Market Street between the Sarah Long 
Bridge and the Noble’s Island traffic signal is being reduced to one lane in each direction. For the full 
presentation on the project, click here. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBTsRp4Pemo 

 CITY HALL PARKING LOT AND DRIVEWAY REPAVING will last approximately two weeks. 
Both driveways and the upper parking lot are affected so Mount Vernon Street may fee 
occasional two-way traffic from the Police Department. 

 ISLINGTON STREET NOW ONE-WAY BETWEEN BARTLETT AND ROUTE 1 BYPASS. 
Outbound traffic detoured down Aldrich Road. For map, click here. 
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/islington-street-corridor-reconstruction-project 

 BARTLETT/ISLINGTON STREETS: Construction work has started on the Bartlett 
intersection. The detour for the season starts Thursday for one-way, inbound/easterly traffic between the 
bridge over the Bypass to Aldrich Road and outbound/westerly traffic, detoured down Aldrich. 

 BOW STREET REPAVING & SIDEWALK WORK: Daniel Street to Chapel Street will be closed to 
through-traffic and no parking will be allowed in that section. A flagger will be in place to direct traffic 



around the Penhallow Street detour. The rest of Bow St. is unaffected. Work should be completed by the end 
of next week. 

 MAPLEWOOD AVE work has resumed for the season. 
 PRESCOTT PARK DOCK RAILING replacement work continues. The dock remains closed. 

Instead of repeating the long list of COVID-related resources each day, you can now find them all 
collected on one City website page!  
Click here. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/city/covid-19-resources 

Sign up for the Daily Advisory, here. The latest news is always at the top, in red. 

STAY SAFE! STAY AT HOME! DO NOT CONGREGATE 
 
TESTING: The NH Department of Health & Human Services is now coordinating COVID-19 testing 
appointments at one of the several testing clinics established throughout the state, for anyone who 
calls. That testing coordinating office phone number is 603-271-5980. The fixed locations are in 
Claremont, Lancaster, Plymouth, Tamworth, and Rochester. 
 
PLASMA DONATIONS FROM RECOVERED COVID-19 PATIENTS The Red Cross is seeking people who are 
fully recovered from the new coronavirus to sign up to donate plasma to help current COVID-19 patients. This 
convalescent plasma is being evaluated as a treatment for patients with serious or immediately life-threatening 
COVID-19 infections, or those judged by a healthcare provider to be at high risk of progression to severe or life-
threatening disease. To qualify to donate: Individuals must have a prior, verified diagnosis of COVID-19, but are now 
symptom- free and fully recovered from COVID-19. Individuals must be at least 17 years old and weigh 110 lbs. 
Additional weight requirements apply for donors age 18 or younger. Donors must be in good health - generally 
feeling well, even if they have a chronic condition. For additional information, visit the Red Cross Website. 

Continuing precautions:  

 Eliminate play dates, even “1 on 1” 
 Eliminate small gatherings, including meetings “between a few families.” 
 Cancel planned vacations for the next month and avoid airline travel. 
 Stay at home as much as possible. When you do have to go out to buy groceries or medicine “make the trips 

quick and purposeful.” 
 Wash your hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after you’ve been in public places. 

For answers to other questions about the City's response to COVID-19, please email: 
hotline@cityofportsmouth.com 
 
For more information, visit City’s page on COVID-19. 
 


