
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 

 
UPDATE from the City Manager for 
Thursday, April 30, 2020  
The Governor’s “Stay At Home” order remains in effect through May 4, 2020. He is 
expected to update his guidance at the end of this week. The following maps and graphs demonstrate 
the very nearby threat higher incidence of COVID-19. 

COIVD-19 Confirmed Cases Maps 

 

  

As of April 29, 2020, New Hampshire has experienced 2,054 cases and 66 deaths from COVID-19. 
Massachusetts has recorded 60,265 cases and 3,405 deaths. 

NH Source: https://www.nh.gov/covid19/ MA Source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-
reporting 

COVID-19 SIMULATOR  
Developed by MassGeneral Hospital/Harvard Medical School/Boston Medical Center/Georgia Tech 



The Coronavirus Disease 2019 Simulator (COVID-19 Simulator) is a tool to help policy makers decide how to 
respond to the novel coronavirus pandemic. The tool evaluates the impact of different social-distancing 
interventions (by varying their intensity and timing) on reduction in the spread of coronavirus in 50 states and 
District of Columbia. The information presented can help policymakers understand consequences such as the rate of 
new cases, potential strain on the healthcare system, and projected deaths. The COVID-19 Simulator combines 
infectious disease modeling and statistical modeling to simulate the trajectory of COVID-19 at the state level from 
March 15, 2020 to August 31, 2020 in the United States. Utilizing the most recent reported data for each state, the 
COVID-19 Simulator considers state-specific disease spread dynamics. Source: https://analytics-
tools.shinyapps.io/covid19simulator01/ 

Current intervention: Stay-At-Home Order 

 

Alternative Scenario: Minimal intervention 

 

Instead of repeating the long list of COVID-related resources each day, you can now 
find them all collected on one City website page!  
Click here. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/city/covid-19-resources 

Sign up for the Daily Advisory, here. The latest news is always at the top, in red. 



NH COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC & SEXUAL VIOLENCE RESOURCES: All 13 Coalition member 
programs are still available 24/7 to provide support and safety. Survivors of domestic and sexual violence are under 
increased pressure and danger during this time. This video is a reminder they are never alone: NHCADSV Not Alone 
Video  Additional resources include:  

o Local Coalition domestic and sexual violence member programs: 
https://www.nhcadsv.org/member-programs.html 

o Resources specific to New Hampshire survivors during the COVID-19 crisis: 
https://www.nhcadsv.org/coronavirus.html 

o Coalition website: https://www.nhcadsv.org/ 
 CONFIDENTIAL STATEWIDE HELPLINES 

24-hour Domestic Violence Helpline: 1-866-644-3574 
24-hour Sexual Assault Hotline: 1-800-277-5570  
 

PORTSMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY --- Although the library building is closed, Portsmouth Public Library staff 
are still hard at work --remotely.   

 The Library’s Special Collections Pandemic Community Diary, an initiative to record 
historical observations about this strange time, was featured today on NHPR. Visit 
cityofportsmouth.com/library/communitydiary to learn more.  https://www.nhpr.org/post/nh-
libraries-closed-visitors-expanding-virtual-offerings-and-taking-new-roles 

FRIDAY, MAY 1 CHAMBER CHAT LIVE at 1 pm: Representatives from the NH Congressional Delegation 
offices will join Chamber Chat Live on Friday, May 1 at 1 pm, produced by the Chamber Collaborative of Greater 
Portsmouth, to discuss the details in the new stimulus/relief package passed last week. To register for the zoom 
meeting, click here. https://portsmouthchamber.org/events/details/chamber-chat-live-unpacking-the-april-cares-
act-funding-51347 

STARTING FRIDAY, MAY 1: FIRE DEPT BURN PERMITS ONLINE-- All burn permit applications will be 
processed through the Divisions of Forests and Lands website. Click here. https://nhdflweb.sovsportsnet.net/ There 
is a State of NH processing fee of $3. Any and all open burning requires a permit. Class I and II permits for backyard 
fire pits, chimeneas, fire rings etc. will not require a site inspection. Class III permits for piles of brush or 
commercial burning WILL require a site inspection and one will be scheduled after an application is submitted. 
There will be no inspection fee in addition to the processing fee. Open burning will still be prohibited, per city 
ordinance Ch.5, Sec. 307.1, in the area known as the “South End” This area is defined as south of State St., east of 
Pleasant St., east of Junkins Ave., and north of South St. Also included is the area along Marcy St. to New Castle Ave. 
Any questions, contact fireprevention@cityofportsmouth.com. 
 
DPW PROJECTS THIS WEEK. For the latest on individual projects, click here and then on the 
Projects tab. https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks 

 GOSLING ROAD PAVING: Started Tuesday, April 28. Between the Spaulding Turnpike on/off-
ramps and Market Street. Portsmouth and Newington will complete a shared repaving project, one lane at a 
time, while traffic is light over the next couple of weeks. Flaggers and police details will be on station to 
direct traffic, as needed. 

 MARKET STREET & KEARSARGE WAY BRIDGES: Prep work and signage installation starts this 
week. Kearsarge Way Bridge will be reduced to one lane, with alternating traffic directed by temporary traffic 
signals. Market Street between the Sarah Long Bridge and the Noble’s Island traffic signal will be reduced to 
one lane in each direction. For the full presentation on the project, click here. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBTsRp4Pemo 

 CITY HALL PARKING LOT AND DRIVEWAY REPAVING starts Friday, May 1. 
 BARTLETT/ISLINGTON STREETS: Construction work has started on the Bartlett 

intersection. The detour for the season starts Thursday for one-way, inbound/easterly traffic between the 
bridge over the Bypass to Aldrich Road and outbound/westerly traffic, detoured down Aldrich. 

 BOW STREET REPAVING: Daniel Street to Chapel Street will be closed to through-traffic and no 
parking will be allowed in that section. A flagger will be in place to direct traffic around the Penhallow Street 
detour. The rest of Bow St. is unaffected. Work should be completed by the end of next week. 



 MAPLEWOOD AVE work has resumed for the season. 
 PRESCOTT PARK DOCK RAILING replacement work continues. The dock remains closed. 

SAGAMORE AVENUE SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT SURVEY. A survey of the households in the 
project area is now underway. Paper surveys were mailed to all potentially-affected households in 
the area and are due back by Friday, May 8. The DPW prepared this survey to determine how many 
properties would connect to the sewer at the time of construction and to better understand existing conditions. This 
information will be helpful as the City Council considers project costs and cost apportionment.  

NEXT CITY COUNCIL MEETING, Monday, May 4 at 7 pm. By zoom. For the Agenda, click here. 
https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/citycouncil/events/city-council-meeting-37 

CITY MANAGER HAS PRESENTED FY21 BUDGET: 0% TAX RATE INCREASE & NO INCREASE IN 
SEWER OR WATER FEES (click here for details) https://www.cityofportsmouth.com/city-manager/press-
releases/city-manager-presents-fy21-budget-0-tax-rate-increase-no-watersewer 
 
Next steps in the FY21 Budget Process: 
Wed. Apr 6 – City Council Meeting, Public Hearing on the Budget 
Mon, May 11 – City Council Work Session. Public Safety (Police/Fire) Review & Listening Session 
Wed. May 13 – City Council Work Session, School Dept. Review & Listening Session 
Thurs. May 14 – City Council Work Session, Gen. Govt. & Parking Review & Listening Session 
Tues. May 19 – City Council Work Session, Water, Sewer & Stormwater Review & Listening Session 
Thurs. May 21 – City Council Work Session, Budget Review 
Thurs. May 28 – City Council Work Session, Budget Review Follow-up 
Mon. June 1 – City Council Meeting to Adopt Budget 
 
EVERY FRIDAY at 7 pm: Clap! Ring bells! Blow horns! Show our healthcare workers and First 
Responders #WeClapBecauseWeCare 
 
STAY SAFE! STAY AT HOME! DO NOT CONGREGATE 
  
As warm weather comes to the Seacoast, it’s ok to enjoy some fresh air. Just keep your distance. 
Portsmouth’s open space parks and trails are open, but ballfields, basketball courts and 
playgrounds are NOT. The locks on the gates are there for the protection of all. Remember that you 
might unknowingly bring COVID-19 back into your house, putting everyone at risk. 
  
Remember to wipe down your cellphones when you’re sanitizing surfaces. They’re in constant use, 
connecting hands and face. 
  
Continuing precautions:  

 Eliminate play dates, even “1 on 1” 
 Eliminate small gatherings, including meetings “between a few families.” 
 Cancel planned vacations for the next month and avoid airline travel. 
 Stay at home as much as possible. When you do have to go out to buy groceries or medicine “make the trips 

quick and purposeful.” 
 Wash your hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after you’ve been in public places. 

For answers to other questions about the City's response to COVID-19, please email: 
hotline@cityofportsmouth.com 
 
For more information, visit City’s page on COVID-19. 
 
 

 

 

 


