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A photo of dawn over the Isles of Shoals, by Peter E. Randall, who also published  

some of Robert Dunn’s chapbooks, which are now collector’s items. 

There’s a certain wild gentleness in 

this world that holds it all together. And 

there’s a certain tame brutality that just naturally tends to ruin and scatteration and 

nothing left over. Between them it’s a very near thing. 

--Robert Dunn, Portsmouth Poet Laureate, 1999-2001 

Robert Dunn was Portsmouth’s “Penny Poet,” famous for giving his poems away and caring nothing for copyrights. 
He said, once written, the poems were not his, but the reader’s.  

https://richardmasta.liberty.me/against-copyright-robert-dunn-portsmouths-penny-poet/ 


